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INTRODUCTION  
An old gospel song says, “This world is not my home. I'm just a passing through.” 
And there's a lot of truth in that old song, because each one of us is going to live 
here on planet earth for an average of a little over 70 years. And the 70 years that 
we live here on this place is really preparing us for our eternal home that the Bible 
calls heaven. As Paul thinks about heaven, he thinks about how we are citizens of 
heaven.  
Philippians 3:15-21 says:  

15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if 
on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to 
you. 16 Only let us live up to what we have already attained.17 Join together in 
following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a 
model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 18 For, as I have often 
told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies 
of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their 
stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly 
things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior 
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,21 who, by the power that enables him to 
bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that 
they will be like his glorious body. 

Philippi was a city named after the father of Alexander the Great. It was in what 
we would call Greece today but was then a Roman colony outside Italy. The 
people in Philippi were Roman citizens. They dressed like Romans. They talked 
like Romans. Their names were on the census roll in Rome. It’s similar to 
Americans living on American military bases all over the world. These pockets of 
Americans live in homes that look like American homes. They speak English. 
Their children are taught English. They have American television. They’re a little 
outpost of America over there in foreign countries.  
That's what Philippi was—an outpost of Rome in Greece. Everybody in Philippi 
was a citizen of Rome, even though they lived in Philippi. And what he's trying to 
teach us is this, that even though we live on planet earth, really our citizenship is in 
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heaven. The summer our team was in Russia for two weeks. The whole time over 
there, we carried passports that certified we were citizens of the United States of 
America. And even though we were working over there, our hearts and our minds 
were in America. I was drawn back to my home in America, to my family, and to 
my friends in this church. When we landed in Dallas at the end of our trip, some 
people on board began to applaud because they were back home. While we are 
alive here on earth, really our citizenship is in heaven. That's why our hearts and 
thoughts drift off to where our real home is now and then. I want to make four 
applications about what it means to have citizenship in heaven.  
I. OUR NAMES ARE WRITTEN ON A DIFFERENT LIST  
In Philippi, when a little baby was born, their name was written down on a census 
list. Three or four times a year, a courier would travel 800 miles from Philippi to 
Rome carrying that list. And when that list was received in Rome, the names of all 
the citizens of Philippines would be written down on the roll of Rome as Roman 
citizens. When you become a Christian, your name is also written down on a list. 
The Bible calls it the Book of Life. In Luke chapter 10:20, Jesus is talking to 70 of 
his disciples that he sent out. They came back rejoicing because even demons were 
subject to them. But he said not to rejoice because demons are subject to you, but 
rather rejoice that your names are written in heaven.  
Revelation chapter 20:15 says if anyone's name was not found written in the Book 
of Life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. Only those whose names are written 
down in the Lamb’s Book of Life will enter heaven. Whenever a person is born 
again, their name is written down on that list in heaven. When I was nine years old 
at First Baptist Church of Florala, Alabama, I accepted Jesus Christ as my personal 
Savior. I trusted him and I was saved. In heaven, perhaps a “recording angel” 
wrote my name in the Book of Life in ink that can never be erased. And if you 
have been saved, your name is written down on a list in heaven also. But if your 
name is not on that list, the most important question you should be asking yourself 
right now is, “How can I get on that list?” It's not by being good enough. 
Remember, the only way a little child in Philippi could get on the citizenship list 
was to be born in Philippi. If you were born just outside the city limits, your name 
wasn't on the list, and you weren't a Roman citizen. But if you were born inside the 
city limits of Philippi, you were a citizen of Rome.  
Heaven works the same way. You get on that list by being born again. Everyone 
has been born physically. Your name is on some census list, and you have a birth 
certificate certifying that physically you've been born. But if you come to Jesus 
Christ and you turn from your sins, you place your faith in Christ and ask him to 
save you. Then you are born again, and your name gets on a different list. How 
about it? Do you know if your name is on a list in heaven so that when you die, 
you will be granted access into heaven? We sing about it, but when the “roll is 
called up yonder,” will your name be called? 
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After we landed on American soil at the end of our trip to Russia, we had to pass 
through passport control. I walked up to a border agent, and I put my passport on 
the counter. He looked at my picture and then he called up something on his 
computer screen (a list of every American citizen). And he looked at my passport 
and that list and he said, “Welcome home. Come on in.” One day you are going to 
stand before God. And if your name is on a list in heaven, you'll hear, “Welcome 
home.” But if your name is not on that list, the Bible says you'll be cast into the 
lake of fire. So the important thing that you could be concerned about is not if your 
name is on some list of “who's, who.” The most important list that you can get 
your name on is the Lamb's Book of Life.  
II. WE DEMONSTRATE A DIFFERENT LIFESTYLE  
In Philippi, they dressed like Romans and acted like Romans. They had a different 
lifestyle than the surrounding area. Why? Because they were an outpost of Rome. 
As Christians, we act differently than this world. And if you're acting identical to 
this world, it may be that you're not citizens of that other world (heaven).  
Russian culture is different from American culture. For example, our translator 
helped me have a conversation with a Russian man I met on the street one day. In 
the middle of our talk, Olga the translator reached down and pulled my hand out of 
my pocket. She explained later that it is rude in Russian culture to have your hand 
in your pocket while you’re speaking to someone. It's not part of our culture. It's 
different. Likewise, we act differently because our citizenship is not here. Our 
citizenship is in heaven. Now Paul gives a couple of examples of how our lifestyle 
is different.  
1. A positive example (3:17) 
Paul says, “If you want to know how a citizen of heaven acts, imitate me.” That's a 
rather egotistical presumption, wouldn't you say? How many of us would say, “If 
you want to live the Christian life, just act like I act”? What you have to remember 
is that Paul and all the Christians in Philippi did not have the gospel. They couldn't 
open their Bibles and read what Jesus said and see the way he lived.  
So Paul said, “Follow my example as I follow the example of Christ (1 Corinthians 
11:1). I want to say to all believers that there is somebody who's following your 
example. Daddies, it could be that you have a little boy in your family who wants 
to be just like you. Mothers, your little girls are going to want to be like you, 
whether you are a good or bad example. We all ought to be striving to live the kind 
of Christian lifestyle that can be an example to others.  
2. A poor example (3:18) 
In verse 18, Paul mentioned a group of people who lived as enemies of the cross of 
Christ. He says their destiny is destruction. That's what sin always does. It leads to 
destruction. Number two, he says their god is their stomach. Three, he says they 
are a bad example because their glory is their shame. They're bragging about things 
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they ought to be ashamed about. And number four, their mind is on earthly things. 
But a citizen of heaven has their mind set on things above. What he's trying to say 
is that if you're going to truly live a Christian life, you're going to be different than 
the world.  
Teenagers don't want to be different. It's called peer pressure. You want to dress 
like your friends and act like your friends so you can be accepted. The only 
problem with that is that Christians live a different kind of lifestyle. It’s like a band 
walking down the street in a parade in perfect step, except for one guy who's 
totally out of step with the rest of the band members. It’s as if he’s listening to a 
totally different tune, marching to a totally different song. That is the description of 
a Christian. All the world may be walking in step, but a Christian is different.  
When Paul described these poor examples, he said they’re going along with the 
world. Their mind is on earthly things. Their god is their belly, and they are a slave 
to their appetites. It was a very hedonistic and pleasure-oriented society. Romans 
feasted and gorged themselves to the point where they regurgitated it and started 
all over again gorging more food. Could you be someone whose god is your belly? 
Does your belly tell you what to do? Are you more a slave to your appetite than 
your appetite is a slave to you? There are some people who eat to live, but there are 
some people who live to eat. How many sermons have you ever heard on gluttony? 
Not many! But it’s important to practice at times the spiritual discipline of fasting. 
I guarantee you Baptists know a whole lot more about feasting than we do fasting! 
But fasting causes you to say “no” to your fleshly desires and to your belly. And if 
you think that you have absolute control over your belly, your stomach, and your 
appetite, I challenge you to a spiritual fast for 24 hours. But it’s not just appetites 
for food. There are Christians who are abusing the Temple of the Holy Spirit of 
God (our bodies) in other ways.  
Can you honestly say that you have more control over your physical appetites than 
they have over you? Any appetite can become an addiction and act like a god when 
you are a slave to it. For example, it could be an appetite for sex, money, or power. 
Paul is writing about people who are victims of their appetites and urges. And I've 
heard Christians say, “It's my body. I can do with it whatever I want.” But it’s not 
your body. If you are a Christian, the Bible says your body is the “Temple of the 
Holy Ghost, which is in you, which you have of God. And you are not your own. 
You're bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your body and your spirit, 
which are God's.”  
Paul gives a good example of a lifestyle to follow and a poor example. Which one 
are you following?  
III. WE SPEAK A DIFFERENT LANGUAGE  
In Philippi, they spoke Latin, the language of Rome. And here's the analogy. As 
citizens of heaven, we speak the language of heaven. Of course we speak English, 
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but we also ought to speak heaven's language. What does it mean to speak heaven's 
language? Does that mean you always go around talking about how sanctification 
and glorification and all that stuff? No, it means you speak differently because 
you're a Christian. I'm of a firm opinion that Christians’ vocabulary and language 
ought to be different than that of the world. And we're losing in America a sense of 
decency. But our nation was founded on Judeo Christian principles. As late as 
1881, profanity was a crime. The Supreme Court of New York in 1881 also upheld 
an indictment against a man for public blasphemy of Jesus. Today we live in a 
generation where anybody can say anything anywhere they want to these days. 
Christians are buying in to the language of the world, when our vocabulary and our 
language ought to be the language of heaven.  
Teenagers think it's cool to speak crude because everybody on television and in the 
movies speaks crudely. But I challenge all of to speak heaven's language of 
decency. As a parent, I've tried to raise my children and shield them from filthy, 
foul language as much as I can. But it’s everywhere! I can remember taking my 
girls to see movies that we thought were fairly clean. And all of a sudden a 
character would say something so filthy. Immediately, my wife and I would turn to 
our girls and tell them we don't talk that way. We taught them that Christians speak 
differently.  
There needs to be a revival of good ol’ fashioned decency in America. Much filth 
is being said under the guise of freedom of speech. People say, “I can say anything 
I want to. Don't you talk to me about censorship.” But you don't have the right to 
say anything you want to. Nobody has a right to stand up and shout “fire!” in a 
crowded movie theater. There are limits to what should be said. We have laws that 
protect us from somebody walking naked down a public street. It's called indecent 
exposure. No one can say, “I'm going to walk down Broadway naked. You just 
close your eyes.” No, dear friend. Christians ought to set the pace for speaking a 
different kind of language described in Ephesians 4:29. This is what heaven's 
language is: “Do not let unwholesome talk come out of your mouths.” There are 
good folks who love the Lord, and they’re going to heaven when they die. But they 
talk like the world talks. I pray the Holy Spirit of God will grab your heart so that 
you start to speak a different language if your citizenship is in heaven.  
IV. WE AWAIT A DIFFERENT LEADER (3:20) 
Even though we live here in America under the leadership of the US President, we 
have another leader. You voted for him too, because at some time in your life you 
cast a vote and said, “Yes, Jesus, I receive you into my heart. You're my Lord. 
You're my leader.” The good news is that our leader is going to come back. Did 
you know that he is going to return? Sometimes people despair about our world. 
They moan and groan, wondering what in the world is going to happen next. The 
Bible says it's going to get even worse, but don't despair. Jesus Christ is going to 
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come back, and he's going to straighten things out. I'm glad I'm a part of his family. 
I'm glad that I'm a subject in his kingdom. 
You need to be prepared for his return. First Thessalonians 4:16-17 talks about 
how the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a loud command, with a 
voice of the Archangel and with the trumpet call of God. The dead in Christ will 
rise first. After that, we who are still alive and left will be caught up with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Jesus Christ is going to come back, and he's 
going to change us. He's going to change our bodies. We're going to receive a 
resurrection body, and this old body that gets old and sick is going to be done away 
with. You will get a new body like the body of the Lord, Jesus Christ. What was 
his resurrection body like? It wasn't some ghost floating around. He said to his 
disciples, “Touch me. Feel of me. I have flesh and bones.” The resurrection body 
of Jesus had an identifiable appearance, but he could appear behind closed doors 
and then disappear. It was strange. It was different. But the one thing I like about 
the resurrection body of Jesus is that three times he sat down and ate! Amen to 
that!  
I like the story about the old farmer who visited his first skyscraper. He had never 
seen an elevator before. He and his two sons watched as the doors slid open and an 
old lady with a cane got on the elevator. Then the doors closed. The farmer didn't 
know what was happening, but a few minutes later the doors opened, and a 
beautiful young girl walked out. The farmer turned to his sons and said, “Hurry! 
Go get your mother! We’re going to run her through that thing.” That's exactly 
what Jesus is going to do to us. He's going to change us!  
 
CONCLUSION 
As citizens of another country, we're always looking to heaven. But don't look at 
heaven so much that you neglect what's down here while you’re waiting for 
heaven. I like what CS Lewis said: “Hope is one of the Theological virtues. This 
means that a continual looking forward to the eternal world is not (as some modern 
people think) a form of escapism or wishful thinking, but one of the things a 
Christian is meant to do. It does not mean that we are to leave the present world as 
it is. If you read history you will find that the Christians who did most for the 
present world were just those who thought most of the next...it is since Christians 
have largely ceased to think of the other world that they have become so 
ineffective in this. Aim at Heaven and you will get earth thrown in: aim at earth 
and you will get neither.” 
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