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INTRODUCTION 
 
It’s easy to get frustrated during the holiday season. Last week I read the true story about a lady 
who decorated her house for Christmas and was cleaning up when her old vacuum cleaner gave 
up the ghost. It was pretty old, so she braved the holiday traffic to buy a replacement. She 
brought home the new vacuum cleaner and resumed her housecleaning. She was cleaning away 
when suddenly the new vacuum quit; she shook it and the vacuum started up again, so she kept 
cleaning. But in a few seconds it shut off again. She was getting frustrated thinking about having 
to fight the holiday crowd to return the defective vacuum cleaner–when it mysteriously started 
up again. She proceeded to try to vacuum between the on and off cycles, getting angrier by the 
moment, until she quit and complained loudly to her husband about the cheap, no-good, vacuum 
cleaner. It was at that very moment that her husband pointed out she had plugged the vacuum 
cleaner in her Christmas tree light blinker switch! 
 
Do you ever feel that your spiritual life is like that? On again, off again? Does it seem that at 
times you have enough spiritual power, and then suddenly you find yourself powerless? The 
Apostle Peter wrote this letter to struggling Christians in the first century. They were struggling 
with suffering, moral issues, marriage problems, and with problems at work. In the first part of 
Peter’s letter he lays a theological foundation so struggling Christians can be grounded on the 
simple basic truths about salvation. In verses 10-12 he instructs them concerning salvation, so 
I’m entitling this message: “Concerning Salvation.” You’ll notice in verse 10 that those are first 
words Peter employs: 
 

“Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, 
searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances 
to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of 
Christ and the glories that would follow. It was revealed to them that they were not 
serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have been told you by 
those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even 
angels long to look into these things.”  

 
We talk a lot about being “saved” and toss the word “salvation” around, but do you know what it 
really means? The Greek verb “to save” is sozo, and the noun form of “salvation” is soterion. 
There is an area of theological study called soteriology, which is the doctrine of salvation. If you 
were asked to give a one sentence definition of “salvation” what would you write down? 
“Salvation” means “Deliverance from sin’s penalty.” 
 
We all need salvation because we’re all sinners by nature and by choice. The penalty for our 
sinful condition is death and hell–eternal separation from God. Salvation is both an event and a 
process through which God, through His grace and mercy, removes the penalty for our sin. The 
greatest gift you’ll ever receive in this life is salvation, the forgiveness of your sin. 
 
Peter makes three important observations about this wonderful salvation: 
 
I. SALVATION WAS PREDICTED LONG AGO 
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The theme of the Bible is “salvation through Jesus Christ.” The Bible is one book written by God 
with an amazing unity and continuity from Genesis to Revelation, but it’s also 66 awe-inspiring 
books written by 40 different Spirit-filled men over a period spanning 1,400 years. 
 
Many people are curious about the Bible so they set out to read it like they read a novel or a 
textbook. They’ll open their Bible to Genesis 1:1 and start reading. Genesis is pretty interesting, 
and Exodus will keep your interest. But when most people get into Leviticus and Numbers they 
run into a bunch of strange rules and regulations that are confusing. And they read endless 
chapters of so-and-so begat so-in-so who begat so-in-so. It’s like reading a Hebrew telephone 
directory–and the names are hard to pronounce. Names like Mahershalalhashbaz and 
Mephibosheth don’t exactly roll off the tongue! That’s why many well-meaning Bible-readers 
get about four books into the Old Testament and simply lay it down and decide that it’s too 
difficult for them to understand. What a shame! 
 
The best way to read the Bible is to start with a simple New Testament book like Mark and read 
it three or four times, and then go read Genesis, and Genesis will make more sense. Then go read 
John three or four times, and then read Exodus. Someone has said about the Old and New 
Testaments: The new is in the old contained; and the old is by they new explained. 
 
As you study the New Testament you begin to make the amazing discovery that there are 
hundreds of prophecies and predictions in the Old Testament that have been fulfilled. That’s 
what Peter is writing about. The first thing Peter writes about our salvation is that it was 
predicted by the Old Testament prophets. Take a moment and re-read verse 11 again: the 
prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest 
care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was 
pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 
 
I remember watching an old episode of “Twilight Zone” or “Outer Limits”–one of those strange 
shows. In this episode a man came in possession of a magic Polaroid camera that took pictures of 
the future. For instance, when he took a picture of the board at a horse track, it showed the 
winners of the race for the following day, so he made a ton of money betting on the winner. He 
was glad to have the camera until one day he took a picture and when it developed, it showed 
him dead. He tried to get rid of the camera and do everything he could to avoid dying, but if you 
remember the show, he ended up dying exactly the way the magic camera portrayed. 
 
That’s what God gave to the Old Testament prophets, a magic camera to see the future. But it 
wasn’t magic, it was the Spirit of Christ in them–the Holy Spirit. 
 
Notice a couple of amazing things that they predicted about our salvation: 
 
(1) The prophets predicted the grace to come 
 
Peter writes that these prophets wrote about grace. Grace is a part of the character and nature of 
God through which He grants to us the benefits of salvation, although we don’t deserve them. 
I’ve heard people say the Old Testament is a book of Law and the New Testament is a book of 
grace. No, the whole Bible is the story of God’s grace. 
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The prophet Zechariah is writing about the construction of the God’s Temple when he says, “Not 
by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the Lord of hosts…And he shall bring forth the 
capstone with shouts of, “Grace, grace, to it!” (Zechariah 4:6-7) It was grace that topped off the 
building of God’s Temple. In the Old Testament God had a temple for His people, today He has 
a people for His temple. Your body is the Temple of the Holy Spirit. The Bible says Jesus is not 
only the Chief Cornerstone, but He is the head of every man. It’s as if God has crowned you with 
His mercy, love, and forgiveness. When He saves you it’s like putting Christ in your life as He 
shouts, “Grace, grace, to you!” 
 
(2) The prophets predicted the suffering and glory of Jesus 
 
All the Jews were anxiously expecting a Messiah, but the popular belief was that the Messiah 
would be a mighty military king like David. Most Israelites anticipated a Messiah who would 
gather a great army and liberate Israel from the tyranny of the Romans. But not the prophets. As 
they took snapshots of the future with God’s prophetic camera they revealed a Messiah who 
would be a suffering servant. As Peter observed, they predicted both His suffering and 
resurrection. 
 
There are dozens of examples of this prophecy. Perhaps the most striking is the 53rd chapter of 
Isaiah. Isaiah is writing 750 years before Jesus is born, yet he describes the death of Jesus as if he 
was an eyewitness. We read: “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are 
healed…after the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life.” (Isaiah 53:5, 11) 
 
I’ve often been asked the question: How were people in the Old Testament time saved? How 
would you answer that question? You may be tempted to say, “By obeying the Old Testament 
Law.” If you think that, you’d be wrong. Nobody could obey the law. And what about Noah and 
Abraham? They lived and died before the Law was given through Moses. 
 
Here’s the correct answer: People in the Old Testament time were saved in exactly the same way 
we are today–by grace through faith. 
 
Ephesians 2:8 says, “For by grace you are saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God. Not of works, lest any man should boast.” God initiates salvation by offering us 
love and forgiveness even though we don’t deserve it–that’s grace; then when we respond by 
humbly and gratefully accepting God’s free gift–that’s faith. People in the Old Testament time 
were saved the same way. There is one difference however. We look backward in history to the 
death and resurrection of Jesus and the prophets and others looked forward in time to the promise 
of Jesus. 
 
In Hebrews 11, we find a list of Old Testament people in what is often called the “roll call of 
faith.” These are all people we’ll see in heaven, and the writer keeps repeating, “by faith, Noah; 
by faith, Abraham; by faith Moses;” He even includes a redeemed prostitute in the list, Rahab. 
They were all saved by faith in God’s grace, the same way we are. So, God’s salvation wasn’t a 
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contingency plan or a Plan B. It was planned from the beginning, and predicted by the prophets. 
Here’s another observation about salvation: 
 
II. SALVATION IS NOW BEING PROCLAIMED 
 
In the last part of verse 10 Peter wrote, “It was revealed to them that they were not serving 
themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have been told you by those who have 
preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.” Peter brings the topic of 
salvation into the presence tense by referring to those who preached the gospel to the recipients 
of the letter. In this one sentence he illuminates the importance of proclaiming the gospel in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. This salvation was being preached during Peter’s lifetime and twenty 
centuries later, the same salvation message is still being preached, that’s what I’m doing today. 
 
In the New Testament the most common word for “preach” is the word kerusso which means to 
“shout the news.” The Bible word for “preacher” originally referred to a government official 
who was dispatched by the Emperor to stand in the streets and loudly proclaim the King’s 
message. On the day of Pentecost, Peter stood up and boldly proclaimed the gospel for the first 
time–he was speaking for the King. That’s what I’m called to do. I’ve been sent by the King of 
Kings to clearly proclaim His Word to anyone who will listen. 
 
In our culture, the word “preach” has fallen on hard times. People say, “Don’t you PREACH to 
me.” Even that noted theologian Madonna sang, “Papa, don’t preach, I’m in trouble deep; Papa, 
don’t preach, I been losing sleep.” (At least, she wanted to keep her baby) 
 
Isn’t preaching old-fashioned? Some suggest that in our 21st century, post-modern world we 
don’t need preaching. We are a generation of screenagers, so shouldn’t preaching be replaced 
with music, videos, or drama? Surely educated, independent-thinking folks won’t come and sit 
down and listen to one man stand up and claim to speak to/for God! But the Bible clearly says 
that God will never replace the centrality of Spirit-filled preaching. Paul writes in Romans 10:14, 
“How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the 
one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?” 
(Romans 10:14) Some churches have a split chancel with the Communion Table at the center 
and the pulpit to the side. We place the pulpit at the center of our stage because we believe in the 
priority of gospel preaching. 
 
A lot has changed since Peter stood up on the day of Pentecost and preached the first Christian 
message–but 2,000 years later, I’m still doing basically the same thing Peter did. There has been 
an unbroken line of faithful preachers of the gospel. The Apostle Paul stood and preached before 
philosophers and Roman officials. 
 
The early church fathers, Origen, Ignatius, Tertullian, and Augustine faithfully preached God’s 
Word. By the 15th century, the church had become encrusted with corruption and luxury, God 
sent a fiery preacher named Savonarola to Florence, Italy. Savonarola shocked his listeners, 
including the Pope, by demanding they repent of their sins and turn to Jesus. He claimed the 
Bible was his only guide. As a result of his disturbing preaching, Savonarola was arrested and 
executed. 
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God sent faithful preachers to the New World to spread His Word. George Whitefield was an 
evangelist from England who crossed the Atlantic 7 times in the early 1700s to preach in 
America. He was such a fiery preacher that Ben Franklin once attended an outdoor service in 
which George Whitefield was preaching near Boston. Franklin recorded in his journal that 
Whitefield’s voice could be heard almost a mile away! Whitefield’s main message was “You 
must be born again!” 
 
In London, God was calling a young pastor to his first church when he was only 20 years old, his 
name was Charles Spurgeon. Spurgeon was different because he employed the revolutionary 
preaching style of telling stories and inserting bits of humor into his messages. He preached the 
Word of God with power and boldness, and thousands of people flocked to hear his messages. 
Spurgeon suffered from severe emotional depression and each year he was forced to spend two 
to three months away from London resting in the south of France. He suffered repeatedly from 
what he called “the dark night of the soul.” Yet God used him. He tried to resign his church, but 
the elders told him they would rather have Charles Spurgeon preaching eight months a year than 
anyone else for twelve months. He died at 58. 
 
God uses all kinds of people. In the early years of the 20th century, God called a colorful man by 
the name of Billy Sunday to be a preacher. Sunday was a wicked reprobate who played 
professional baseball. He was a dramatic preacher who literally turned somersaults on the 
platform. He was known to run out into a church by stepping on the backs of the pews while 
people were sitting in them. He would go into pool halls and climb up on a pool table and say, 
“Fire! If this place was on fire, you’d want me to tell you about it so you could escape. If I knew 
it was on fire and didn’t tell you, I’d be guilty of negligent homicide. There is a fire in hell hotter 
than any fire on this earth, and I’m here to warn you to escape from it.” He preached anywhere 
and everywhere at a moment’s notice. 
 
In the 1940s, God called a shy, lanky North Carolina teenager from dairy farm and told him to 
preach the gospel. For the last 50 years, God has used Billy Graham to preach the good news to 
millions of people around this planet. He’s still preaching the Word of God. One reason God has 
used Billy Graham is because he has made his trademark by saying, “The Bible says...” He has 
faithfully preached the Word of God. He has refused to be sidetracked by other issues; he has 
simply pointed people to Jesus. 
 
Can you pause and think about some of the preachers God has sent into your life to communicate 
His truth? I remember my childhood pastor, Brother Fred White, and then Harold Cushing. God 
called me to preach when I was 17 years old and I’ve been preaching for the past 33 years. Even 
as I’ve been preaching, I thank God for the men God sent to preach to me in one way or another. 
I’m thankful for Charles Carter, for Dr. Louis Armstrong, for Ron Dunn, Adrian Rogers, Jim 
Henry, Chuck Swindoll and others who have blessed by life through their preaching. 
 
I thank God for all the new technological tools God has given us to spread the gospel, but 
according to the scriptures there will never be a replacement for a Man of God standing before 
the People of God proclaiming the Word of God in the power of the Spirit of God. 
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III. SALVATION IS PERPLEXING TO THE ANGELS 
 
In verse 11 Peter points out a very interesting thing about our salvation. He writes, “Even angels 
long to look into these things.” “These things” include all the wonderful elements of our 
salvation that Peter has been writing about. As followers of Jesus Christ, we get to enjoy 
something the angels don’t even experience–salvation! 
 
Angels are one of the most misunderstood doctrines in the Bible. If you’re new to our 
congregation, you may not know that about seven years ago I wrote a book entitled, “Do Angels 
Really Exist?” Of course they exist, but most people have swallowed the myth and folklore about 
angels rather than understanding what the Bible teaches about angels. That’s why I wrote the 
book to explain what the Bible says about angels. For instance, if you get a chance to watch “It’s 
a Wonderful Life” this Christmas season, you’ll meet a character named Clarence Oddbody–he’s 
a man who died and went to heaven, and now he’s returned to help George Bailey so he can 
“earn his wings.” Enjoy the movie, but realize that angels are NOT people who die and go to 
heaven and become angels. 
 
One of the things the Bible teaches is that angels don’t experience salvation. Eugene Peterson 
paraphrased this verse as, “Do you realize how fortunate you are? Angels would have given 
anything to be in on this!” (1 Peter 1:11, The Message) 
 
(1) Angels don’t experience the misery of being lost 
 
Angels can’t be “saved” because they can’t be lost. They are spirits God created for a special 
purpose–to occasionally deliver special messages, and to protect and serve His saints. Some of 
the angels joined Lucifer and left their first estate, but they aren’t lost in the same way that each 
of us are without Jesus. On the other hand: 
 
(2) Angels don’t experience the joy of salvation 
 
On the first Easter morning, the women went to the tomb and discovered the body of Jesus was 
not there. They ran back to tell the disciples, and Peter and John sprinted to the tomb. John writes 
that they stood outside the tomb and “looked inside.” (John 20:5) That’s the same word Peter 
uses here to describe how angels desire to “look into” the matters concerning salvation. They 
know the greatness and holiness of God. They know the beauty and wonder of His creation, but 
they just scratch their heads when it comes to salvation. 
 
Years ago, Johnson Oatman, Jr. wrote some good hymns. He wrote “Count Your Blessings” and 
“Higher Ground.” But one you don’t hear sung much any more has these lyrics: There is singing 
up in Heaven such as we have never known, / Where the angels sing the praises of the Lamb 
upon the throne, / Their sweet harps are ever tuneful, and their voices always clear, / O that we 
might be more like them while we serve the Master here! / Holy, holy, is what the angels sing, / 
And I expect to help them make the courts of heaven ring; / But when I sing redemption’s story,  
they will fold their wings, / For angels never felt the joys that our salvation brings. (Words by 
Johnson Oatman, Jr., 1894) 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Salvation is an important topic for each of us. Your acceptance of God’s salvation will determine 
the quality of your existence in this life, and in the next. Most people say they want to go to 
heaven. But many people think you can take different roads to get there. Some people are trying 
to take the “morality road” and they think being good and doing good will get them there. Other 
people are driving on the religion road, they think by performing some religious acts will get 
them into heaven. But Jesus said there is only one road to heaven–and it’s the Jesus Road. He 
said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man comes to the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) 
 
Do you know where you’re going? I read about a lady in Colorado who was driving during a 
snow storm recently. The visibility was bad, but she saw a snow plow. She thought, “What luck! 
I’ll just follow close behind the snow plow.” Sure enough, for over an hour she drove just behind 
the snow plow around twisting curves and endless turns. Suddenly the snow plow stopped and 
the driver got down and walked back to the lady’s car. He said, “Where are you heading?” She 
said, “I’m on my way to Denver.” He said, “Well, you won’t get there by following me. I’ve 
been plowing this same Wal-Mart parking lot for the past hour!” 
 
Sadly, too many people are on the wrong road and following the wrong guide to try to find 
salvation. And the whole time God is saying, “I want to give you the free gift of salvation–it’s 
found in Jesus Christ.”
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OUTLINE 
 
Salvation = Deliverance from sin’s penalty  
 
I. SALVATION WAS PREDICTED LONG AGO 
 
The prophets predicted the: 
 

(1) Grace to come 
“Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the Lord of hosts…And he shall bring forth the 
capstone with shouts of, “Grace, grace, to it!” Zechariah 4:6-7 
 
(2) Suffering and glory of Jesus 
“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed…after the suffering of his 
soul, he will see the light of life.” Isaiah 53:5, 11 

 
II. SALVATION IS NOW BEING PROCLAIMED 
 
“How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of 
whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?” Romans 10:14 
 
III. SALVATION IS PERPLEXING TO THE ANGELS 
 
“Do you realize how fortunate we are? Angels would have given anything to be in on this!” 1 Peter 1:11 
The Message 
 
ANGELS DON’T EXPERIENCE: 
 
(1) The misery of being lost 
(2) The joy of salvation 



 
 
DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and 
enrichment. There is no legal copyright on this material. I have used many 
sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. Any failure to 
cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 
 
If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate 
your own Spirit-driven imagination. Additional study beyond this material will 
benefit both you and your listeners. You have my full permission to use any of 
this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial amount used in 
your message. 
 
If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case 
may be) of the ideas I’m sharing in this message came from a message by 
Pastor David Dykes in Texas.” This simple citation may prevent any criticism 
that may be directed toward you. 
 
To put it in Texas terms, “You’re mighty welcome to use any and all of my 
ingredients; just make your own chili!” 
 
For the Joy… 
Pastor David Dykes  


