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INTRODUCTION 
 
In 1993, Harvard Professor Samuel Huntington wrote a controversial foreign policy paper 
entitled “Clash of Civilizations.” In it, he wrote: “The fault lines between civilizations will be the 
battle lines of the future.” (Samuel Huntington, “Clash of Civilizations”, Summer 1993, v72, n3, 
p. 22, Council on Foreign Relations, Inc.) With the fall of the Iron Curtain, Professor Huntington 
predicted that next world conflict would not be between nations or economies but between 
“cultural entities.” An example of a cultural entity would be the people living in the Muslim 
nations and his prediction would include the current jihad declared against America. Since 
September 11 and the war against terrorism, his “Clash of Civilizations” theory has been gaining 
renewed attention. 
 
But long before Professor Huntingdon presented his theory, Jesus told His followers they would 
always clash with their culture. But for Christians, it’s not a military clash, it is a clash of values 
and truth. The amazing thing about the Christian faith is that it’s transcultural. In other words, 
there are Christians in every culture. Christianity is not an American faith, or a European faith, or 
an Asian faith, or an African faith–it’s a message for all people. 
 
As we’ve seen in our study of I Peter, the good news of Jesus applies to every culture because it 
transforms people into better citizens, better children, better parents, better husbands and wives, 
and better workers. However, a problem arises when the followers of Jesus try to conform to 
their culture rather than allowing the power of Jesus to transform them. In America, everyone 
wants to “fit in” with the crowd. There is a powerful force called “peer pressure” that works to 
mold and shape us to be like everyone else. 
 
If you’re from my generation, you’ll remember the singing group called The Mamas and the 
Papas. They performed a song called “The In-Crowd.” It said: “I’m in with the “in” crowd; I go 
where the “in” crowd goes. I’m in with the “in” crowd; And I know what the “in” crowd 
knows...I’m in with the “in” crowd; I know every latest dance. When you’re in with the “in” 
crowd; It’s so easy to find romance.” The Mamas and the Papas were pretty good singers, but 
they turned out to be lousy Mamas and Papas, maybe because they were trying too hard to fit in 
with the in crowd! 
 
Forty years later, people still want to fit in with the crowd. That’s why students want to wear 
clothes with certain labels and why adults want to drive certain automobiles. But the Bible tells 
us the followers of Jesus will never fit in with the crowd. We will always clash with the crowd. 
That’s why this message is entitled “Clash-Mates With the Crowd.” 
 
In Matthew 7 Jesus said, “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the 
road that leads to destruction, and MANY enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the 
road that leads to life, and only a FEW find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14) 
 
That’s the danger of trying to run with the crowd–they’re running in the wrong direction. Jesus 
came sharing a different message, and He lived a different life. His message of forgiveness and 
love clashed with the religious teaching of His day. As a result of being different Jesus suffered. 
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The Apostle Peter offers some powerful encouragement about the kind of attitude we should 
have when we clash with the crowd. Let’s read it in I Peter 4:1-3: 
 

Therefore since Christ suffered in his body, arm also yourselves with the same attitude, 
because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin. As a result he does not live the 
rest of his life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. For you have spent 
enough times in the past doing what pagans choose to do–living in debauchery, lust, 
drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. They think it strange that you do 
not plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, and they heap abuse on you but 
they will have to give an account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 
For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that 
they might be judged according to men in regard to the body, but live according to God in 
regard to the spirit. 

 
In verse four Peter says the members of the crowd (pagans) are going to heap abuse on those 
who follow Jesus. When Peter wrote this letter 2,000 years ago, Christians were violently 
abused. Some of them were even thrown to wild animals in the Coliseum. There are written 
accounts describing how some young men were tied to the horns of a bull, and then the bull was 
forced to fight a lion. The blood-thirsty Roman spectators cheered as they were entertained by 
this brutality. In the midst of all of the persecution and pain, Peter reminds them Jesus suffered 
too. 
 
These words apply to us as well. Although we aren’t being thrown to the lions, our contemporary 
“crowd” still heaps abuse on everyone who is a fully devoted follower of Christ. They just use 
different weapons. Instead of spears, fires, and wild animals, the crowd today employs ridicule 
and scorn to make fun of Christians. In this passage we find three fundamental ways in which 
our attitudes are different. 
 
1. WE CLASH WITH THE CROWD BECAUSE WE HAVE A DIFFERENT ATTITUDE 
ABOUT LIFE 
 
In verse 2 we read something about our outlook on life: “As a result he does not live the rest of 
his life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God.” You have two choices on how to 
live your life. You can live it according to human desires (your own desires or the desires of 
others). Or you can live your life for the Will of God. In the first verse of this chapter, we are 
directed to “arm ourselves with the attitude of Jesus.” It literally says we should have the mind of 
Christ–the same thing Paul writes in Philippians 2:5. When you have the mind of Jesus, you 
aren’t living for yourself, you’re living for God. Jesus said, “I did not come to do my will, but to 
do the will of my Father.” (John 5:30) 
 
Here’s the main different between our lives and the lives of those who don’t follow Jesus: 
 
We live for eternity–not for the moment! 
The attitude of the crowd says, “I want it, and I want it right now!” That’s why Americans are so 
deep in debt. Instead of using discipline to save their money and pay cash for something, they 
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want it NOW. So they borrow the money. They have to have credit cards to pay off the balance 
of their other credit cards. That’s living for the moment. 
 
That’s why thousands of teenagers are having sex before they’re married. They don’t want to 
wait until marriage; they want to experience it NOW. And their rationale is “everybody’s doing 
it.” That’s right–the crowd says, “Have sex whenever, and with whomever you desire–just 
practice safe sex.” The only safe sex is sex is exclusively between a husband and a wife. There 
are even teenage movies about how the group makes fun of a guy or a girl who are still virgins, 
and the entire plot is about encouraging them to lose their virginity. That’s the crowd attitude, 
not the Christian attitude. 
 
As followers of Jesus we look at life differently. This life isn’t all there is–there is an eternity 
ahead. As Rick Warren writes: “This life is not all there is. Life on earth is just a dress rehearsal 
before the real production. You will spend far more time on the other side of death–in eternity–
than you will here. Earth is the practice workout before the actual game; the warm-up lap before 
the race. This life is preparation for the next.” (Purpose Driven Life, p. 36) 
 
Our lives are different because we are faced with a temptation or a task, we ask ourselves, “How 
will this effect eternity? How will it affect my eternity and the eternity of others?” Because of 
that, our lives don’t belong to us, we belong to God. 
 
The question can be summarized in the theme verse for our 110 Student Ministry. It comes from 
Galatians 1:10: “Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to 
please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.” 
 
If you will be a servant of Jesus, you can’t run with the crowd. If you are going to live as a 
servant of Jesus Christ, you can’t be the “average American.” A follower of Jesus is someone 
who has devoted their life to obeying God. 
 
Several years ago, Tom Hanks starred in a movie called “Forrest Gump.” I suppose one of the 
reasons I liked it so much was because Forrest claimed to be from Alabama. Although there isn’t 
really a Greenbow, Alabama, I grew up hearing people talk like they did in the movie. 
 
Forest was a slow learner, but in the movie he accomplishes some amazing things because he 
was too dumb to know he couldn’t do them. After playing on a college football scholarship, he 
enlisted in the army. He excelled in the army as well. In one scene the recruits are being timed as 
they reassemble their weapons and Forrest does it faster than anyone else. His drill sergeant 
comes up and says, “Gump, why did you put that rifle together so quickly?” Forest says, 
“Because you told me to, Drill Sergeant.” 
 
In another scene the soldiers are at attention and the Drill Sergeant screams in Gump’s face, 
“Gump! What is your sole purpose in this army?” And Forest replies, “Sir, to do whatever you 
tell me, Drill Sergeant, sir!” The sergeant says, “Gump, you are an absolute genius. This is the 
most outstanding answer I have ever heard!” 
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I think that should be our attitude about life as well. We’re here to do whatever God tells us to 
do. If God should ever ask you, “Why did you love that unlovely person?” You should say, 
“Because you told me to, Heavenly Father!” Why did you forgive that person who hurt you? 
“Because you told me to, Heavenly Father.” Why did you give your life away as a servant? 
“Because you told me to, Heavenly Father.” If God should ever ask you, “What is your sole 
purpose in life?” You should say, “Father! To do whatever you tell me to do!” 
 
That’s what makes us different! 
 
2. WE CLASH WITH THE CROWD BECAUSE WE HAVE A DIFFERENT ATTITUDE 
ABOUT SIN 
 
In verse three Peter identifies six different areas of sin. See if you can identify them: “You have 
spent enough times in the past doing what pagans choose to do–living in debauchery, lust, 
drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry.” 
 
“Debauchery” means wickedness in general. “Lust” means longing for and seeking after sexual 
sin. “Drunkenness” doesn’t need any explanation–it means being under the influence of some 
drug until you lose control of your self. “Orgies” means wild parties when sexual encounters 
occur. “Detestable idolatry” is not talking about the religious sin of worshiping an idol–it’s 
talking about worshiping anything other than God. These six sins are so common in America to 
day they could actually be used for advertising for the casinos! 
 
I was in China earlier this month with a group of college students who sang and danced. After a 
concert for the students at Sanyuan Middle School, some students asked if they could interview 
me for their English radio station. These are super-sharp young people who built and operated 
the first English-speaking radio station in their city. One of their questions was, “Do all 
Americans believe in God?” And then they produced an American $10 bill and pointed to “In 
God we Trust.” I wish I could have said, “Yes, all Americans believe in God and trust in God 
just as it says on our currency.” However, I wanted to tell the truth so I said, “The majority of 
people in America claim to believe in God. And even though we even have the phrase “In God 
we Trust” on our money, there is a great deal of wickedness in America and real Christians are in 
a minority.” 
 
Have you ever stopped to think what other cultures on this planet think about America? We 
believe we live in the best nation on earth, but sometimes we are blind to our national faults. 
 
After September 11, many Americans were stunned to learn there are millions of people who 
hate America and are willing to go to their deaths to destroy our culture. These aren’t lunatics. 
They honestly believe our American culture is wicked, and as the American culture spread to 
other nations, they think our wickedness will infect other nations, as well. 
 
Now why do they think our culture is wicked? Because it is. A few months ago, a Christian 
organization asked some Muslim students in the Middle East what they really thought of 
America. The clarity and honesty of their answers may surprise you: (1) “Americans have two 
things on their mind: money and sex.” (2) “In America mothers prefer to work than to take care 
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of their children.” (3) “In our culture the parents take care of the children, and later the children 
take care of the parents. In America the children abandon their parents.” (4) “America used to be 
a Christian country. Now atheism is the official religion of the West.” (5) “Your TV shows are 
disgusting. You are corrupting the morals of our young people.” (Can you disagree with that 
after Janet Jackson’s display at the Super Bowl halftime?) (6) “American culture is a kind of 
syphilis or disease that is destroying the Islamic community. We won’t let you do to us what you 
did to the American Indian people.” (T. Allen Turner, “September 11 and the Clash of 
Civilizations”) 
 
As followers of Jesus Christ, we have a different attitude about sin. Here’s the difference: 
 
We used to run toward sin–now we run from it! 
The Bible teaches we are all sinners. Nobody had to teach you how to lie or to disobey your 
parents, it came naturally. Sin is so much more than those six areas of wickedness Peter 
mentions. Sin is basically a self-centered attitude that puts you at the center of your own little 
universe. Sin is thinking of yourself instead of thinking of others. Before we became Christians, 
we pursued sin. We chased it down to find it. But once we became Christians, our attitude 
changed, and we are now running away from it. Paul instructs us in II Timothy 2:22: “Flee the 
evil desires of youth (Run away from infantile indulgence), and pursue righteousness, faith, love 
and peace, along with those who call on the Lord.” (II Timothy 2:22) 
 
Once you become a Christian, it doesn’t mean you will remain sinless for the rest of your life–
but it does mean you will sin less! When a Christian sins, it breaks our heart, and we confess it 
and repent of it as quickly as we can. A person who isn’t a Christian can sin, and keep on sinning 
and they never feel any conviction or remorse. 
 
Some people say, “Well, because you believe ‘once saved always saved’ I guess that means you 
can sin all you want to!” That’s true, but the difference is, “I don’t WANT to!” In fact, I sin 
MORE than I want to! Because Jesus lives in my heart, He gave me a new “wanter”–a new 
desire. 
 
One of the most influential Christians of history was Augustine. He didn’t become a Christian 
until age 32, and before he had lived a rather wicked life in Carthage, and then later in Milan. He 
was known to have spent time with prostitutes. After he became a Christian, he was walking 
down a street in Milan when a familiar woman approached him. He immediately turned to walk 
away. As he did she said, She said, “Augustine, Augustine, it’s me, it’s me!” As he hurried away 
from her he said over his shoulder, “I know, but I am no longer me!” 
 
That’s what makes us different–we run from sin, not toward it. 
 
3. WE CLASH WITH THE CROWD BECAUSE WE HAVE A DIFFERENT ATTITUDE 
ABOUT DEATH 
 
In verse 5 Peter makes a statement about what will happen to everyone after we die: “They will 
have to give an account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.” The Bible says, 
“Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgement.” (Hebrews 9:27) 
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If you have surrendered your life to live for Jesus Christ, you don’t have to be afraid of death and 
the judgement that will follow. Here’s the difference: We don’t dread judgement–because we 
know the Judge! 
 
In John 5:22, Jesus said, “The Father judges no man, but has entrusted all judgement to the Son.” 
In other words, Jesus Christ will be the judge everyone will stand before. If you know Him as 
your personal Savior you have absolutely nothing to fear. In James 5 we find these encouraging 
words: “Be patient and stand firm because the Lord’s coming is near. Don’t grumble against 
each other...the Judge is standing at the door!” (James 5:8-9) 
 
When I was in high school I was with a buddy of mine one night and we were trying to see how 
fast my old Plymouth Valiant could go. We had a loop around our city, and it was after midnight, 
so there was little traffic. When we got to about 80 miles an hour I saw a flashing light in my 
mirror and a policeman pulled me over. Because of my age and the excessive speed, it was more 
than just speeding, it was considered reckless driving. That meant I would have to appear before 
a judge to pay my fine. I really dreaded my “day in court.” So, when I arrived at the courthouse a 
few days later, I was pleasantly surprised to see the judge was a man who attended our church–
he had even been my Sunday School teacher! I was thinking, “This will be easy! Because the 
judge knows me, I probably won’t even have to pay anything.” Boy, was I wrong! Not only did 
he give me the highest fine (about $60), he also gave me a ten-minute tongue lashing about how 
I disappointed him, disappointed my parents, and disappointed my Lord. When he finally 
dismissed me, I slunk out of there like a whipped puppy. 
 
But when it comes to eternal judgement, it’s good to know the judge. Yes, we are guilty, but 
Jesus the Judge is full of mercy. If you have known Him as your Lord, He will declare you to be 
righteous. Romans 8:1 says, “There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 
 
So, as a follower of Jesus, you don’t have to fear death and the judgement that will follow it. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
So don’t be surprised if people in the crowd heap abuse on you. We’re different. We will always 
clash with the crowd. We have different attitudes toward life, toward sin, and toward death. But 
we will also spend eternity in a different place. 
 
This past week I spent a couple of days with our high school students at camp in Keystone, 
Colorado. I flew into Denver and then drove to Keystone. When I left I-70 I drove over the 
Loveland Pass which winds back and forth before it reaches a summit and starts back downhill. 
It was a pretty scary drive because sometimes there was just the two-lane road with nothing but a 
sheer drop-off to the side. I can see why the speed limit was 25 mph–and believe me, I don’t 
think I ever got that fast! 
 
There was a place to park at the top where you could climb up about forty stairs to reach the very 
top of the peak. When I finally reached the top, it was breathtaking–literally. At 12,000 feet, the 
air was so thin I had a hard time getting enough oxygen. It had been hazy earlier, but when I got 
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to the top, it cleared up and the view was amazing. I could see for hundreds of mile in every 
direction. 
 
There was a sign there that said, “Continental Divide.” On the right side of the sign was the word 
“Pacific” and on the left side was the word “Atlantic.” As I stood there watching some of the 
water from the storm drain away, I realized two raindrops falling side by side could end up in 
different oceans. If one raindrop landed on the eastern side of the ridge, it would drain toward the 
East into streams and rivers that would take it eventually to the Gulf of Mexico and into the 
Atlantic Ocean. Yet the other rain drop that fell just inches away on the Western side would have 
a different destiny. It would flow westward into streams and rivers that would eventually take it 
to the Pacific Ocean. 
 
And then I though about how people are the same way. Jesus Christ is like the Continental 
Divide–people can go through life side by side, but they can end up in totally opposite destinies 
determined by their response to Jesus Christ. 
 
Again, Rick Warren says it as simply as anyone can: “One day your heart will stop beating. That 
will be the end of your body and your time on earth, but it will not the end of you. Your earthly 
body is just a temporary residence for your spirit. While life on earth offers many choices, 
eternity offers only two: heaven or hell. Your relationship to God on earth will determine your 
relationship with him in eternity. If you learn to love and trust God’s Son, Jesus, you will be 
invited to spend the rest of eternity with him. On the other hand if you reject his love, 
forgiveness and salvation, you will spend eternity apart from God forever.” 
 
C.S. Lewis said, “There are two kinds of people: those who say to God ‘Thy will be done’ and 
those to whom God says, ‘All right then, have it your way.’” Tragically, many people will have 
to endure eternity without God because they chose to live without him here on earth.” (The 
Purpose Driven Life, p. 37) 



“Clash-Mates With the Crowd” • I Peter 4:1-6 • June 20, 2004 • #1049 8 
by David O. Dykes • Part 20 in the “Aliens” series 

Discover Life Ministries • P.O. Box 131678, Tyler, TX 75713-1678 • David O. Dykes, Pastor (903) 525–1106 • www.discoverlife.tv 
This message available on VHS, CD-ROM or audiocassette through the Discover Life Resource Center 1-888-539-LIFE (5433) 

OUTLINE 
 
Jesus said: “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction, and MANY enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and 
only a FEW find it.” Matthew 7:13-14 
 
WE CLASH WITH THE CROWD BECAUSE WE HAVE… 
 
1. A DIFFERENT ATTITUDE ABOUT LIFE 
 

We live for eternity–not for the moment! 
“Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were 
still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.” Galatians 1:10 

 
2. A DIFFERENT ATTITUDE ABOUT SIN 
 

We used to run toward sin–now we run from it! 
“Flee the evil desires of youth (Run away from infantile indulgence), and pursue righteousness, 
faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord.” II Timothy 2:22 
 

3. A DIFFERENT ATTITUDE ABOUT DEATH 
 

We don’t dread judgement–because we know the Judge! 
“Be patient and stand firm because the Lord’s coming is near. Don’t grumble against each 
other…the Judge is standing at the door!” James 5:8-9 



 
 
DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and 
enrichment. There is no legal copyright on this material. I have used many 
sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. Any failure to 
cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 
 
If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate 
your own Spirit-driven imagination. Additional study beyond this material will 
benefit both you and your listeners. You have my full permission to use any of 
this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial amount used in 
your message. 
 
If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case 
may be) of the ideas I’m sharing in this message came from a message by 
Pastor David Dykes in Texas.” This simple citation may prevent any criticism 
that may be directed toward you. 
 
To put it in Texas terms, “You’re mighty welcome to use any and all of my 
ingredients; just make your own chili!” 
 
For the Joy… 
Pastor David Dykes  


