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INTRODUCTION 
 
On this day that we are celebrating 40 years as a church, I think it is fortuitous the text we are 
studying today is (I believe) the most important text in all the New Testament on how a church 
should function how a church should operate. You may be looking at the title there and 
wondering what I am talking about. “A True Charismatic Church.” I hope to change your ideas 
about what that word really means today. 
 
I came across an interesting poem from a 9-year-old named Alexander who obviously is a very 
precocious young man. It is entitled, “If I Were in Charge of the World.” Listen to this and see if 
you can relate to it. 
 

If I were in charge of the world, 
I’d cancel oatmeal, Monday mornings and allergy shots. 
 
If I were in charge of the world 
There would be brighter night-lights, healthier hamsters 
And basketball goals five feet high. 
 
If I were in charge of the world 
You wouldn’t have lonely, you wouldn’t have clean, 
You wouldn’t have bedtime and 
You wouldn’t have “Don’t punch your sister.” 
In fact, you wouldn’t have sisters at all! 
 
If I were in charge of the world 
A chocolate sundae with whipped cream and nuts 
Would be a vegetable 
All movies would be rated “G” 
And a person who sometimes forgot to brush 
And sometimes forgot to flush 
Would still be allowed to be in charge of the world. 

 
I thought that was cute. If I were in charge of the world, I would change people’s idea and 
concept about the church. Today, I hope you can approach this message on the church, forgetting 
everything you ever thought you knew about the church and have an open mind to what the New 
Testament says about it. I already said this message is on a “True Charismatic Church.” If you 
said to me, “Do you want to be a charismatic Christian?” I would say to you, “Absolutely, I want 
to be a charismatic Christian. “Do you want our church to be a charismatic church?” I would say, 
“Absolutely. I think God wants our church to be a charismatic church.” 
 
The problem is people have used that word to mean something the Bible does not describe. 
When you think of the word “charismatic,” many of you think about a church that “speaks in 
tongues” and maybe a church that has a “healing wine,” where people are “slain in the spirit.” 
You say, “Is that what you want our church to be?” Absolutely not! That’s how the word is used, 
but the meaning of the word is something wonderful and beautiful in its true Bible sense. Words 
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have dual meanings and usages and sometimes it gets you in trouble. An example of that is the 
word “gay.” The dictionary says, “happy, carefree” but how do you think they would look at me 
in a staff meeting tomorrow if I waltzed in and said, “Guys, I feel really gay today!” That is a 
word that because of its usage has almost canceled out its true meaning. 
 
I think the word “charismatic” is the same way. It is a good Bible word, but because some people 
have used it for something else, we have lost the true Bible meaning of the word. It is a word 
Paul uses most often for a spiritual gift. I want to direct your attention to the text now Ephesians 
4:7. Notice how many times he uses the word “gifts” and the word “grace.” 
 

Ephesians 4:7-12. “But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 
This is why it says: ‘When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts 
to men.’ (What does ‘he ascended’ mean except that he also descended to the lower, 
earthly regions? He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the 
heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) It was he who gave some to be apostles, 
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to 
prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.” 

 
I know we are stopping in the middle of a sentence, but that is all we will have time for this 
week. Next week we will continue this wonderful passage. 
 
Paul talks a lot about spiritual gifts/grace gifts in the New Testament. He uses three Greek words 
to describe these spiritual gifts. He uses the word doma, which means “gifts.” He uses the word 
pneumatikos, where we get our word “spirit” to mean spiritual gifts but, most often he uses the 
Greek word charismata, which means “grace in action” or “grace gifts” and that’s where we get 
the word “charismatic.” It is a Bible word. Forget about how it is used in the world today. The 
Bible’s use of the word, charismata means “grace gifts in action.” Charis is the word for 
“grace.” If your name is Karen, your name is based on the Greek word for “grace.” The word 
mata or our English word or suffix -matic means “it’s working.” It’s working by itself, 
automatic. “Charismatic” means grace is working automatically, by itself. The kind of church 
God blesses and the kind of church God uses is a charismatic church in the true Bible meaning of 
the word. 
 
He is talking about spiritual gifts. Most Christians are ignorant about spiritual gifts. That’s why 
in 1 Corinthians 12:1 Paul wrote, “Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be 
ignorant.” Paul wrote that because most Christians are ignorant about spiritual gifts. Hopefully, 
by the end of this message today, you won’t be quite so ignorant about spiritual gifts. You’ll 
have a Biblical understanding of what they mean. 
 
I. THE DESCRIPTION OF GRACE (SPIRITUAL) GIFTS 
 
1. They are not natural talents 
 
Notice three things about grace gifts or spiritual gifts. Number one, the description of grace gifts. 
What are they? If you are a Christian, you are a gifted child. Some of you are already thinking 
you don’t feel like you have any spiritual gifts or when God passed out the gifts in heaven, you 
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was hiding behind the door or something. Whether or not you feel gifted, you are. Maybe you 
misunderstand what spiritual gifts are. First of all, spiritual gifts are not natural talents. Most 
people make the mistake of thinking a spiritual gift is an ability to play the piano, or to sing or 
maybe speak publicly. Those are natural talents. Natural talents have nothing to do with spiritual 
gifts. Please separate the two. There are all kinds of people in this world who are naturally 
talented, and some of you are too. For instance, Mikhail Baryshnikov is talented, wonderful 
dancer. Norman Rockwell was a talented painter. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was a talented 
composer. Those things come when those people are born, they are genetic. However, a spiritual 
gift comes when you are born again and it comes from the Spirit. It’s not genetic. 
 
When you think about talented people in the world today, you may think of Michael Jordan, the 
basketball player. It’s just amazing to watch him play basketball, because he seems to play at a 
level much higher than every other player in the NBA. Michael Jordan went into semi-retirement 
for a couple of years and tried baseball and now he’s back. When he left the Chicago Bulls they 
retired his jersey number 23, and outside that huge coliseum they built a larger-than-life statue of 
Michael Jordan dunking a basketball. It’s rather interesting that since they dedicated the statue, 
Michael hasn’t looked at it since. He never goes in that side of the coliseum. He always enters on 
the other side. He didn’t take back his old number 23, he took 45. Somebody asked him, “Why 
are you taking number 45 and why don’t you ever look at that statue?” I love his answer, 
because it shows how talented he is. He said, “I’m going to try to make the number 45 so 
important and so famous that on the other side of the coliseum there will be another statue with 
45 on the jersey.” And he could do that, because he is talented. 
 
2. It is a supernatural ability to minister 
 
I am not talking about talent, whatsoever. I’m talking about spiritual gifts, charismata. What is a 
spiritual gift? It is a supernatural ability to minister. In other words, it’s not something you DO; 
it’s something God gives you, an ability to minister to serve God. A spiritual gift is not a toy, it 
is a tool. A spiritual gift is not for your enjoyment; it is for your employment. God wants you to 
use your spiritual gift in the body of Christ. Look at 1 Corinthians 12:11. Paul is writing about 
spiritual gifts, charismata. He says, “All these” meaning these different ministries “are the work 
of one and the same Spirit and he gives them” meaning spiritual gifts “to each one just as he 
determines.” That means every single Christian has received at least one spiritual gift, maybe 
more than one, to minister, to serve. The problem with churches today is we have this mentality 
that the only people who are gifted to serve are up here on the stage or the staff the professional 
people. God wants every Christian to serve. 
 
Let me demonstrate this misunderstanding. How many of you would raise your hand right now 
and say, “Pastor, I have been called to the ministry”? We have a real problem here, because we 
only have a few down here on the front. I didn’t ask, “Have you been called to be a pastor?” I 
didn’t ask you if you have been called to preach. I didn’t ask you if you have been called to be a 
missionary or called to be a music evangelist. I asked you if you have been called to the ministry. 
The Bible teaches every Christian has been called and gifted to the ministry. Our problem is we 
think only a few of the gifts are important. Paul lists some of these gifts. Frankly, my 
understanding of spiritual gifts is growing in even myself. I used to have a very stagnant 
approach to spiritual gifts. Now, it is much more dynamic. I think God gives different gifts or 



“A True Charismatic Church” • Ephesians 4:7-12 • May 7, 1995 • #573A 4 
by David O. Dykes • Part 14 of 39 in the series “Ephesians: Enjoying Our Riches in Christ” 

Discover Life Ministries • P.O. Box 131678, Tyler, TX 75713-1678 • David O. Dykes, Pastor 903-525-1106 • www.discoverlife.tv 
Visit www.gabc.org for available formats of this message 

maybe even a combination of gifts as they are needed as the body needs them. Some of the gifts 
are speaking gifts—preaching, teaching. But, some of the gifts are what we call “support” gifts 
like the gift of service, the gift of encouragement, the gift of giving, the gift of faith. Some of the 
gifts in the New Testament are what you might call “sign” gifts they are very sensational gifts to 
the body. Sometimes we think if we don’t have these speaking gifts or we don’t have these sign 
gifts we are just not gifted. That’s just not so. The body needs these support gifts. 
 
Let me give you an example: This past Tuesday at our monthly businessmen’s lunch, Roy Hood, 
gave his testimony. The first thing Roy said when he walked up to the microphone was, “I’m not 
very good at public speaking.” Then, he gave his testimony and what a wonderful testimony it 
was. We were all blessed by it. But Roy is right—his gift from God is not speaking—although 
even if that is not your gift, you are still to speak for Him. Roy’s gifts are ministry, service, and 
helps. There are all kinds of churches just over the Texas border in the Rio Grande valley that 
Roy Hood and other guys from our church have built and renovated. A couple of summers ago in 
Nuevo Laredo, Roy and I were down there together. I used my gifts; he used his gifts. I preached 
an evangelistic crusade at night with a translator. We had a big revival under the tent and I 
preached and gave the invitation and there were people saved. Roy used his gifts. He went into 
that building your money helped build and he wired places in that building for ceiling fans. Who 
did more for the body of Christ that week? Me, preaching or Roy, serving? That’s a question you 
cannot answer, because you can’t say I did more or he did more. He used his gifts and I used my 
gifts. 
 
Is knowledge of electricity a spiritual gift? No. You may have the knowledge of electricity, but 
you are not using it for God. The spiritual gift is the willingness to use what you know in service 
for the Lord. Your gift may not be teaching. Maybe you can’t sing like Chris Smith, maybe you 
can’t preach like Billy Graham, maybe you can’t teach a Sunday School lesson like Dennis 
Parrott, but you can bake a batch of cookies and take it over to a neighbor who’s lost a loved 
one. You can go to the prayer house and write prayergrams, notes of encouragement to hurting 
people. Encouragement is a spiritual gift. You have a spiritual gift. God has gifted you and He 
wants you to minister. So, how many of you in this room have been called to the ministry? Hold 
up your hand. Amen! Now we can go on to point number two. 
 
II. THE DELIVERY OF GRACE (SPIRITUAL) GIFTS 
 
Number two, the delivery of grace gifts. “If I am gifted, where did that gift come from?” Look at 
verse 8. Here Paul quotes Psalm 68. He actually changes one of the words intentionally. He is 
talking about Jesus here: “When he ascended on high He led captives” (or, literally captivity 
captives) and gave gifts to men.” 

 
I say he changed it, because in Psalm 68:18, a picture of God, it says, “He received gifts FROM 
men.” Here Paul says, “he gave gifts TO men.” Like a victorious general returning from battle, 
Jesus is generous in sharing his gifts. Paul is employing a very poignant picture every person in 
the 1st century could visualize. We don’t really picture that too much, unless some of you can 
remember the Victory parades in America after VE Day or VJ Day. Paul uses the picture of a 
Roman general returning from battle. He is entering Rome in a parade, a procession; he enters 
under the Arch of Triumph and the victorious general is riding in a beautiful chariot drawn by 
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white horses and there chained to the chariot would be the defeated general. That’s a picture of 
Satan defeated. Colossians 2:15 says, “Having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a 
public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” But this picture goes even beyond 
that here in Ephesians 4, because it says, “he led the captives in his train.” In these Roman 
victory processions, the next in line directly behind the victorious general was NOT the highest-
ranking officers—the next in line would be what we would call the POWs who had been set free, 
the Roman soldiers who had been captured by the opposing army. The general comes in and sets 
the captives free, essentially “re-capturing” them, he leads these former captives and they march 
behind him in a place of honor and the crowd cheers for them. 
 
When Jesus ascended back into heaven, He led all the souls that had been captured by the devil. 
He set them free and they were part of His victory march. Isn’t it interesting when Jesus Christ 
came into the world, he received gifts gold, frankincense and myrrh, but when he ascended back 
into heaven, the Bible says he gave gifts to men? What’s that a picture of? Here’s this Roman 
general. He’s conquered a land. He looted the national treasure. He brought back the finest 
artwork, the finest gold and silver, he brought all of this back home and what did he do with it? 
The victorious general would give all of this “booty” away to his friends. That’s the picture of 
Jesus going into heaven and saying to His children, “Here I have some gifts I want to give to 
you.” 
 
God gives us so many gifts. Eternal life is a gift! The Bible says He gives us the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, but here he is talking about charismata, these special abilities God gives to every member 
of the body to minister. You may hear all of that and believe He gave it to you, but you don’t 
know what it is; you’ve never discovered your gift. I believe there are thousands and thousands 
of Christians living in ignorance, not knowing they are gifted. Dr. Charles Spurgeon, that great 
English pastor of the 1800s wrote about his visit to a very poor lady in what we would call “the 
poor house.” She requested a visit, because she asked the church to give her some money for 
food and clothing. Dr. Spurgeon visited this lady in the poor house and was praying with her. 
When he finished his prayer, he looked on the wall of her little space at a framed, signed 
certificate. Dr. Spurgeon said, “Ma’am, what is that?” She said, “Oh, it’s just a piece of paper 
that a man gave to me whom I nursed when he was sick and he died.” After much persuasion he 
finally convinced her to let him take that piece of paper to a solicitor, a British lawyer. They 
discovered it was the Last Will and Testament of the man she had nursed and it left all his riches 
to her, amounting to thousands of pounds! Here was a woman living in poverty, the whole time 
she was wealthy, because she had not probated the will. She had not appropriated what was 
already hers. 
 
What a shame! It’s also a shame that there are hundreds of people in this room today who are 
born-again Christians whom God has gifted, and just like that woman, you haven’t done 
anything about it. It’s a gift you have not yet appropriated. Even though it has been given to you; 
you have not yet appropriated it. The body the church will not function unless you every member 
is willing to take that gift and put it into action and use it. It’s only then that the body of Christ 
moves the way Jesus wants it to move. That’s the delivery of the gifts. It is an ascension gift God 
gives all of his children. 
 
III. THE DEVELOPMENT OF GRACE (SPIRITUAL) GIFTS 
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Number three. Let’s talk about the development of grace gifts, because I hope some of you have 
come to understand you have some spiritual gifts and I want you to discover what they are and 
how you can use them for ministry. Look at verses 11 and 12. The Bible says something very 
important about some of these spiritual gifts. It even mentions four kinds of gifts. Look at verse 
11. “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and 
some to be pastors and teachers.” Gifted leaders are given to the body of Christ. 
 
1. Apostles 
 
All of these positions of these spiritual gifts he is talking about here are gifts God gives to 
individuals. Then God gives these individuals to local churches. You probably never thought 
about it this way, but you know I am God’s gift to you. You say, “Well, we really got a ‘gag gift’ 
there!” No. The pastor of every church is God’s gift to that church. Every minister in that church 
is God’s gift to that church. Paul is talking about four categories of spiritual leaders. Number one 
is apostles. There are two kinds of apostles. There is a capital “A” apostle; (and there are no 
more of those) those were the twelve in the 1st century and the Bible says in Revelation “the 
names of the twelve Apostles will be written on the twelve foundations of the New Jerusalem.” 
But, I believe it is a gift today we would call the “missionary” gift, because the word “apostle” 
comes from the Greek word apostello, which means “to send forth.” I think this is a picture of 
those who are gifted to be missionaries in the body. I’m so happy when God starts mentioning 
these gifted leaders, he mentions missionaries first, because missionaries are my heroes. I know 
they are not perfect. I know they get discouraged. I know they make mistakes, but I think 
missionaries are some of the most important parts of the body of Christ. That’s why you and I 
ought to take time every week to pray for and to give to the 4,000 foreign missionaries we 
support. They are our leaders. 
 
2. Prophets 
 
The second group he mentions is prophets. When you think of the word “prophet” in the Old 
Testament sense, you think about somebody who always foretold the future, a prophetic Jeanne 
Dixon type and there are some people in the world today claiming to have some kind of fortune 
telling ability. Have you heard of this Psychic Hotline you can call? I hope nobody in this room 
ever falls for that. I hope you to do pay one penny to ever call a psychic hotline. First of all, it’s a 
racket! If those guys were psychic, you wouldn’t have to call them, they’d call you. They’d say, 
“I know your name and I know what you are going through and this is what you ought to do…” 
If they are truly psychic, let them call you. Don’t call them! It’s not talking about prophecy, 
telling the future. The word “prophecy” here means telling the truth, preaching the truth, 
proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ. I think you can have the gift of prophecy, the gift of 
preaching without necessarily being a pastor. You may not be a pastor of a church, but you may 
have the gift of preaching. I think we have some of our Sunday School teachers, and other people 
in our church who have the gift to speak publicly for Jesus Christ. They proclaim the Good 
News. 
 
3. Evangelists 
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The third category that he uses here is evangelists. I thank God he has gifted some people with 
the gift of evangelism. There are two ways this gift can be used. Sometimes it is used in a large 
group. Don’t you thank God for Billy Graham? Given to the body of Christ as an evangelist. I 
thank God for Luis Palau, who will be here in September. Last Friday night, 70,000 men were in 
the Pontiac Superdome in Michigan at the Promise Keeper’s meeting and on Friday night, Luis 
Palau preached 70,000 men were saved! I thank God for people like Luis who can come into our 
community and draw the net. Then, it’s up to us to disciple those converts. But he has the gift of 
drawing the net for Christ. Sometimes, the people who have the gift of evangelism don’t preach 
to crowds, they do it one-on-one. I have known some people who have the gift of evangelism 
and can just sit down and talk to somebody and lead them to Christ just like that! For the rest of 
us it is a little more difficult. 
 
Do not make the mistake of saying, “If I don’t have the gift of evangelism, I shouldn’t witness to 
anybody.” That’s wrong. Everyone is to do the work of an evangelist. Even if you don’t have the 
gift of teaching doesn’t mean you should never try to teach a Sunday School class. I know a lot 
of people who teach even though they do not possess the gift of teaching, but they are using their 
other gifts also. Some people have the gift of giving. “I don’t have the gift of giving. Does that 
mean I don’t give?” Wrong. You are all to give. The gifts are supernatural abilities to do some of 
these things. 
 
4. Pastor-teacher 
 
The fourth category is a pastor-teacher. That’s what I think God gifted me to do. One reason I 
know God gifted me to do this is because I love doing it! To me, to serve as a pastor is really not 
a job. It is really a joy. There are some things about it that are not a lot of fun, but overall it is a 
joy for me to do this. I love this church and I love serving as pastor here. The other day Cindy 
and I were walking and she said, “With this Saturday night worship service, do you know you 
are at Green Acres Baptist Church seven days a week!” I said, “Yeah, ain’t it great!” Because I 
love doing what I am doing. I love preaching I love teaching. Somebody asked, “What’s the 
difference between your preaching and your teaching?” I don’t know. I think I just holler a little 
bit more and wave my arms more when I am preaching. I try to preach when I teach and I try to 
teach when I preach. I love coming before you Sunday after Sunday, opening God’s word and 
teaching it verse by verse by verse. 
 
God gave these gifted people to the church. What is the purpose? What is the role of these 
spiritual leaders? What is the role of spiritual leaders? It is to equip God’s people, make sure 
they have the right equipment. Why? So that ministry is performed. That’s what it says in verse 
12. So that the ultimate goal is that the body the church is built up. 
 
There is widespread misunderstanding in most churches about how a church should function and 
it has to do with this verse right here, verse 12. Please don’t misunderstand me. Having said that 
I know some of you are going to misunderstand me and I am prepared to be misunderstood. The 
biggest misconception about the ministry of the church is the idea that says, “Well Brother 
David, you are our preacher, we have called you, we have hired you to do the work of the 
ministry. We’ll help you with your ministry, but you do the ministry and we’ll help.” That is 
NOT the New Testament model, you to help me do my ministry. The New Testament model is “I 
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help YOU do YOUR ministry.” And each of you is gifted and called to some area of ministry. 
It’s my job and the job of the other leaders in this church to equip you, motivate you, and 
challenge you to get busy in your area of ministry. 
 
Some people come up to me and say, “Pastor, God laid so-and-so on my heart. Would you go 
talk to them?” Why do you think God laid that person on your heart? What am I going to do? 
Forget the person God laid on my heart and go see the one he laid on your heart? No. The reason 
God laid that person on your heart is because he wants you to minister to them. Some people 
have the idea if they were like Isaiah in Isaiah, chapter 6, where the Lord said, “Whom will I 
send and who will go for me?” Some people have this attitude that Isaiah raised his hand and 
said, “Here I am, Lord send the preacher.” Sometimes people say, “Pastor, God laid this ministry 
opportunity on our hearts. We really ought to start this kind of ministry.” And they want me to 
do it. Why do you think God laid that ministry on your heart? If you come to me and say that, I 
usually toss the ball right back to you and say, “That’s great. You start that ministry. You do it!” 
I’m not here to simply do the work of the ministry; although I do my ministry. I do pray. I do 
visit. I do witness. God has called you to do the same thing and when that works right, God 
blesses it. 
 
I honestly think one of the reasons God has blessed this church for 40 years is because most of 
you understand that concept. It is not just the professional paid ministerial staff. I think many of 
you understand it is the people in the pew who are called to minister. 
 
In my last church, in our weekly mailout we had a staff directory with the names of all the staff 
members. We don’t do that in the Surveyor. I don’t think we would have enough room for it. It 
would take up all the space for that. But, do you know what it said on our staff directory? Above 
the title and name of the pastor, it said “Minister every church member.” That’s true. Every 
church member ought to be a minister. “Well, I don’t know. How can I find out what my gift is?” 
My greatest suggestion to you is just get busy doing something. Just try something. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
My dad was a cook in the Navy. He cooked spaghetti for 500 sailors and in order to tell when the 
spaghetti was ready; he took a little piece and threw it up on the bulkhead of the ship. If it stuck 
he knew it was ready if it slid down, he said, “It’s not ready.” There’s a great lesson there. You 
just find some ministry and start doing it. Throw it on the wall and if it sticks, it’s the right one. 
Okay, that’s where your gift is. If it’s not; try another one. We only have about 150 ministries in 
this church for you to plug into, but every one of you is called and gifted into at least one of 
them. That’s the way the church functions. That’s the way the church is built up. 
 
In World War II there was a cathedral outside London with a beautiful statue of Jesus Christ 
standing with his hands extended, but during Nazi blitz, the statue and the cathedral were 
demolished. After the war, they rebuilt the cathedral. They even found many of the pieces of the 
statue. So they reconstructed the statue, but they never found the hands, because they had been 
crushed beyond repair. So that statue was rebuilt without hands. I am told that statue still stands 
today, Jesus standing with his arms extended with no hands just arms. They placed a plaque at 
the base of the statue that reads, “He has no hands but your hands.” And it is true. 
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This is the body of Christ. He is the head and you are his hands. This is the body of Christ. He is 
the head and we are the feet. This is the body of Christ. He is the head and we are the mouth. 
And the body of Christ rises, and moves, and ministers when each of you finds your place in the 
body and uses your charismata, your spiritual gifts in the ministry of the church. That is a true 
charismatic church!
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OUTLINE 
 
I. THE DESCRIPTION OF GRACE (SPIRITUAL) GIFTS 
 

1. They are not natural talents 
2. It is a supernatural ability to minister 
 
“All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he 
determines.” 1 Corinthians 12:11 

 
II. THE DELIVERY OF GRACE (SPIRITUAL) GIFTS 
 
III. THE DEVELOPMENT OF GRACE (SPIRITUAL) GIFTS 
 

1. Apostles 
2. Prophets 
3. Evangelists 
4. Pastor-teacher 



 
 
DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and 
enrichment. There is no legal copyright on this material. I have used many 
sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. Any failure to 
cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 
 
If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate 
your own Spirit-driven imagination. Additional study beyond this material will 
benefit both you and your listeners. You have my full permission to use any of 
this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial amount used in 
your message. 
 
If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case 
may be) of the ideas I’m sharing in this message came from a message by 
Pastor David Dykes in Texas.” This simple citation may prevent any criticism 
that may be directed toward you. 
 
To put it in Texas terms, “You’re mighty welcome to use any and all of my 
ingredients; just make your own chili!” 
 
For the Joy… 
Pastor David Dykes  


